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compromise in matters of sex was in most respects
tolerant towards men, although quite intolerant
towards women. This is quite inconsistent with
the old ecclesiastical doctrine that both men and
women were to be treated alike. There is, for
example, one case at Durham in July 1580 where a
man and woman were for some reason treated with
great severity for living in sin. They seem to have
provoked the wrath of the community, probably by
trying to justify themselves in some way. They
were both condemned to be whipped and carted in
all open places within the city of Durham because
they had failed in their compurgation and were
therefore convicted of the crime detected.1

The disintegration of the Catholic faith no doubt
explains the one-sided toleration which came to
prevail in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries.
In our own time we find much more toleration for
women as well as men. It is fortunately impossible
to-day for any unchaste woman or prostitute to be
put in the stocks or flogged; although it is much
to be regretted that women are never admitted to
any hospital but the Lock Hospital for the cure of
venereal disease in spite of the fact that a General
Ward is provided in nearly every hospital for
men.

Among the poor the evidence taken before the
Divorce Commission showed that there is consider-
able laxity, which is largely due to the want of
divorce facilities and also perhaps to the ancient
idea that it was undesirable for a man to marry a
woman unless and until she was pregnant. Among

1 Surtees Society, op. cit., p. 126.